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discuss 
unrest 


A panel discussion on 
Tuesday will discuss 
the recent Ferguson 
and Garner verdicts. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


After the release of the Ferguson 
verdict, someone anonymously hung 
a large red, white and blue poster off 
the balcony of the social science and 
public administration building at Cal 
State Long Beach that read, “The fun- 
damental Danger of a nonindictment 
is not riots, its more... Darrén Wil- 
son’s.” 

In the wake of the recent Ferguson 
and Garner verdicts, protests and ri- 
ots are breaking out across the nation. 
Last weekend, a peaceful protest in 
Berkeley ended in tear gas and several 
arrests, according to the New York 
Times. 

In order to provide a safe oppor- 
tunity for students and faculty to 
discuss the recent court hearing and 
aftermath, the Student Life and De- 
velopment center will co-sponsor 
“Critical Dialog: Black Lives Mat- 
ter” with the Multicultural center at 
CSULB on Tuesday. 

“We want to provide a safe space for 


The mentally ill unfairly 


languish on death row 
Pace 6 


LBSU to play No. 13 San 


Diego State 
Pace 8 


RALWOR'A STATE VE ¥aRR IT, 
LOM BEACH, LIBRASY 


asc VER 
LIX, Issue 800 
laily49er.com 


CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG 


KARL MonDoN | Bay Area News Group | TNS 


A police officer wields a baton at a protester blocking police vehicles in front of the Civic Center building in Berkeley, Calif., late Sunday 
evening, Dec. 7, 2014. A second wave of marchers swept the business district protesting over the killings of two unarmed black men by 
police in Ferguson, Mo., and New York. See page 3 for more. 


students to have an important conver- 
sation about what’s going on in our so- 
ciety,” said Magdalena Mufioz-Perez, 
the Multicultural Programs Coordina- 
tor for the Student Life & Development 
center. “This is a timely conversation 
going on nationwide.” 

The event will include a panel dis- 
cussion about the recent Ferguson and 


Garner verdicts. The featured panelists 
include University Police Chief Fer- 
nando Solorzano and Lloyd Scott, a 
retired police officer. 

“This is an issue prevalent in stu- 
dents’ minds,”- Munoz-Perez said. 
“This is not only critical conversation, 
but necessary to the campus commu- 
nity.” 


Students Justin Bradley and Janay 
Watts will also speak on the panel, 
along with Dr. Ebony Utley from the 
communications department, Blair 
Miles from the office of Equity and 
Diversity and Dr. Tracy Tolbert from 
the school of criminology, school of 
criminal justice and the emergency en- 
dangerment department. 


“We hope to offer a deeper context 
historically and in the present, provide 
space for students to have a deeper 
conversation about deeper issues,” 
Munoz-Perez said. 

The panel discussion will be held 
in the University Student Union ball- 
rooms a, b, and c on Tuesday Dec. 9 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
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ASI senators Joanna Salgado and James Allen sit in USU room 
303 on Monday evening, during a “Study with the Senators” group 


study session. 
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ASI Senators are 
holding study 
sessions with 
students of their 
respective colleges 
this week. 


By ALEx BERMAN 
Contributing Writer 


The sweet smell of coffee and do- 
nuts percolated the warm, brightly lit 
classroom as senators and students 
alike gathered in University Student 
Union room 303 on Monday for a re- 
laxing night of studying before finals. 

The Associated Student Inc. sena- 
tors of each college are holding study 
sessions open to students in the USU 
throughout the week in preparation for 
upcoming finals. 

On Monday evening, the senators of 
the language arts department, James 
Allen and Joanna Salgado, hosted a 


study session. 

“ASI is doing this as a way to reach 
out to our constituents,’ Allen said. 
“Making a good forum for them, so 
just by having students come in and 
study for finals with their senators 
they’re able to get to know them bet- 
ter and the senators are able to talk to 
students about issues, get a better idea 
of what’s going on campus and things 
that we can address in the senate.” 

Salgado said she and Allen have 
wanted to host coffee with the senators 
ever since they were elected. 

“\..We feel that it’s important that 
ASI knows their student body, and 
we feel like there is a gap between the 
student government and the student 
body.” 

Although they said the idea of “Cof- 
fee with the Senators” was Allen and 
Salgado’s own original idea, the con- 
cept of Study with the Senators was 
a previously organized, mandatory 
event for all senators. 

“ASI Vice President Nayiri Bagh- 
dassarian introduced to the senate 
these goals that we have to have study 
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sessions during finals week, so each 
college senator has to have a study ses- 
sion with their college so we decided 
to combine [Coffee with the Senators 
and Study with the Senators],” Salgado 
said. 

Spirits of both senators and students 
were high, but Salgado and Allen said 
they blamed the relatively low atten- 
dance of the event on its short notice 
planning and last minute promotion. 

“We didn’t really plan: this until 
about two weeks ago, so I guess you 
could say it was pretty last minute,” 
said Senator at Large Joanna Yan, who 
was participating in the event. 

Out of the handful of student attend- 
ees, most had their laptops propped 
before them. 

“By coming here tonight], I hope to 
finish my paper, which I have due to- 
night at twelve,’ Abhimanyu Narwal, 
a graduate student studying computer 
science engineering, said. 

The event was one of ten different 
study sessions that will be held by 
senators throughout the week, each for 
their respective colleges. 
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A woman was 
reportedly 
assaulted by a 
man with a knife. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


In an email crime alert notice that 
was sent to students and faculty of Cal 
State Long Beach on Monday, Univer- 
sity Police stated that a man allegedly 
assaulted a woman on the fourth level 
of parking structure 1. 

The woman who reported the crime 
said that she was walking to her car 
around 2:20 p.m. when a man ap- 
proached her and brandished a knife. 
The victim said she injured her had as 
she tried to grab it. The suspect then re- 
portedly dropped the knife and picked 
it up before running away, according to 
the email. 

University Police began searching 
for the suspect after receiving the re- 
port around 3:45 p.m. 

The suspect was described as a white 
man in his 20s, medium build and 5 
feet, 8 inches. The victim said he was 
wearing a blue hat, glasses, navy blue 
shirt and blue jeans, according to the 
email. 

The suspect has yet to be found. 

Anyone with information regarding 
the incident is asked to contact Univer- 
sity Police at 562-985-4101. 


CLARIFICATION: 


IN Monpay’s ISSUE OF THE DaiLy 49ER, THE ARTICLE TITLED “CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY” SHOULD HAVE INCLUDED THI 
EVENT WAS HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH Kappa Psi Epsi,on. THE ARTICLE ALSO SHC 
THE PILIPINO COMMUNITIES’ EARLY CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION. THE ARTICLE SHOULD | 


Students are 
encouraged to 
study abroad. 


By SETH ROCKENMACHER 
Contributing Writer 


International education is neces- 
sary to make American companies 
competitive, but fewer than 10 per- 
cent of U.S. students study abroad, 
according to a White House press 
release. 

In an effort to increase the amount 
of students studying abroad, Cal 
State Long Beach’s Associated Stu- 
dents Inc. launched a new study 
abroad scholarship this semester. 

Since budget cuts in 2008, the 
number of CSULB students study- 
ing abroad has steadily decreased, 
according to the study abroad office. 

Last school year, 684 students 
studied abroad, whereas in 2008, 824 
students went overseas. 

Most students interested in study- 
ing abroad chose to do so in either 
Europe or Asia; very few students 
branched out to the other five con- 
tinents. In addition, a significantly 
larger number of females, almost 
double the number of males at 
CSULB, have studied abroad in the 
last five years, according to the study 


international 
Admissions 


The study abroad office is located in Brotman Hall room 201. 


abroad office. 

The ASI-CSULB Study Abroad 
Scholarship is a scholarship designed 
to enable more students to study, in- 
tern or volunteer abroad, according 
to the study abroad website. 

The scholarship awards $2,000 
for yearlong programs, $1,000 for 
semester-long programs and $500 for 
short-term programs. 

“Studying Abroad is a great ex- 
perience for a young person to have 
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international 
Sisdenss 
Check-in 


a more global outlook outside of the 
limited American elitist view,” John 
England, a senior political science 
major, said. “However, it is expen- 
sive and only worth it with an avail- 
able scholarship or readily available 
funds.” 

Alex Valentincic, a senior journal- 
ism major, said he believes in wait- 
ing until after graduation to travel 
abroad. 

“I say, ‘save your money while 
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you’re still trying to get estab- 
lished,” Valentincic said. “When 
you’re done with college, go travel 
around when you have the money 
so you can enjoy things in different 
countries without having to worry 
about homework or grades.” 

The ASI-CSULB Study Abroad 
Scholarship deadline for summer 
2015 is March 16, 2015. More infor- 
mation can be found at ccpe.csulb. 
edu. 
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Berkeley: Protests turn ugly for second straight night 


BERKELEY — Local businesses 
cleaned up glass and debris for the sec- 
ond straight day, and the city’s mayor 
called out “thugs” Monday for creating 
the chaos that resulted from.a second 
night of protest marches that most ob- 
servers said have been otherwise peace- 
ful. 

“T’m very disturbed that a small 
group of people are trying to turn this 
into a violent situation,’ Mayor Tom 
Bates said Monday, hours after vandals 
damaged businesses, smashed Califor- 
nia Highway Patrol cars, briefly shut 
down one direction of a freeway and 
threw objects at police. “I think that 
most people in Berkeley want to dem- 
onstrate and get a discussion started 
... but when a group of people come in 
from the outside and try to cause dam- 
age and disrupt the peaceful message, 
it ruins the reason of getting together.” . 

Police on Monday said five people 
were arrested and two officers and 
a protester were injured, though not 
critically, in Sunday’s march. It began 
peacefully around 5 p.m. but turned 
ugly around 8 p.m., when a group of 
aggressive protesters marched onto 
the eastbound direction of Highway 
24, and a faction from another group 
smashed windows on various business- 
es on Shattuck and University avenues. 

A third march was expected to take 
place Monday night, and some busi- 
nesses were contemplating closing 
early. 

“This has nothing to do with the pro- 
testers,” said resident Kweli Kitwana, 
as she touched boarded up windows 
at an True Value Eastern Supply store 
on Shattuck Avenue at Russell Street. 
“This is the work of vandals. It’s peo- 
ple, some with an unsavory agenda, that 
used the protest as a cover. It’s really 
said, because these are businesses that 
affect the community.” 

The marches were aimed to be a 
peaceful protest against the perceived 
lack of justice regarding the officer- 
involved deaths of Michael Brown and 
Eric Garner, two unarmed black men 
who died at the hands of officers in Fer- 
guson, Missouri and New York City, 
respectively. 

In both instances, a federal grand 
jury did not return indictments to pros- 
ecute the officers involved in the deaths. 

Among those arrested, according to 
Berkeley police spokeswoman, Officer 


Jennifer Coats, was a male seen smash- 
ing glass with a skateboard at a Trader 
Joe’s on University Avenue at the cor- 
ner of Martin Luther King Jr. Boule- 
vard on Saturday night. A person who 
allegedly threw a brick that injured an 
officer on Saturday also was arrested, 
Coats said. 

Police did not say what charges those 
arrested may face, nor did they identify 
any of the people arrested. 

Two officers were injured in Sunday’s 
protests, but they were going to be OK, 
Coats said. More seriously injured, she 
said, was a protester who tried to keep 
rioters from looting a Radio Shack on 
Shattuck Avenue that had its glass shat- 
tered for the second time in two nights. 
That person had non-life-threatening in- 


juries, but still was hospitalized. 

A McDonald’s on Shattuck Avenue 
near University Avenue, also had win- 
dows broken, and the glass of ATMs at 
a Wells Fargo bank and a Chase bank 
on Center Avenue near Shattuck Av- 
enue was shattered, too. 

None of the businesses damaged 
were closed Monday, and all were doing 
brisk business “J understand (protest- 
ers) are angry, but it’s just not a good 
idea to attack businesses, especially 
the local ones like Trader Joe’s,” said 
Eric Prendergast, a 29-year-old gradu- 
ate student from San Francisco. “A lot 
of these protesters ... don’t realize that 
a lot of people who work here are lo- 
cal people, and their lives are affected 
when these vandals loot.” 


Kart Monpon | Bay Area News Group | TNS 
Aman jumps on a vandalized CHP squad car on Telegraph Street under the Highway 24 overpass in Oakland, Sunday evening, during a 
second consecutive night of civil disobedience protesting the killings of two unarmed black men by police in Ferguson, Mo., and New York. 


Protesters on Highway 24 damaged 
five CHP cars, according to the agen- 
cy’s Facebook page and caused the east- 
bound direction to be closed for about a 
half-hour. CHP officers used tear gas to 
disperse protesters on the freeway, after 
they tried to light patrol cars on fire and 
threw rocks, bottles and Molotov cock- 
tails at officers, police said. 

Ashby Avenue resident Janine Jen- 
kins used a bucket to extinguish a burn- 
ing trash bin left in the middle of her 
street. 

“Protesting is a great tool,” she said, 
pointing to the litter-strewn street and 
a vandalized antique store. “But who 
wants to wake up to this.” 

Said Bates: “It’s very disappointing 
that thugs are coming in and causing 


damage to this city. There’s a faction 
of people that simply want a confronta- 
tion with our police, and that’s going to 
cause police to react. It’s not the way to 
get the message across.” 

Not everybody agreed. 

“I think people are justified for be- 
ing angry,” said 45-year-old Paul Good- 
man, an attorney at the Greenlining In- 
stitute, which fights to bring economic 
opportunites to people of color. “How 
long do people have to wait for a reso- 
lution with these (violent) cops. It’s sad 
that more people are concerned about 
broken windows than police (killing) 
people.” 


Rick Hurd and Natalie Neysa Alund, 
Contra Costa Times, TNS 


Huge fire in downtown L.A.: ‘It looked like a bomb had just exploded’ 


LOS ANGELES -— The fire early 
Monday in downtown Los Angeles en- 
gulfed an area ‘the size of a city block, 
closed freeways and roads, burst win- 
dows of nearby buildings and melted 
freeway signs. 

“It looked like a bomb had just ex- 
ploded,” said L.A. fire Capt. Rick Go- 
dinez. 

Flames could be seen for miles from 
the fire that broke out in the DaVinci 
apartment complex about 1:20 a.m. 
PST. The blaze closed roads and free- 
ways, officials said. 

The blaze damaged nearby build- 
ings, including one that houses city 
agencies. 

“There are windows blown out all 
the way up the side of our building,” 
said Building and Safety spokesman 
Luke Zamperini. 

More than 250 firefighters battled the 
blaze at the apartment tower under con- 
struction in the 900 block of Fremont 
Avenue, Los Angeles Fire Department 
spokesman David Ortiz said. The build- 
ing had 1.3 million square feet of floor 
space, and officials said two-thirds of it 
was consumed by flames. 

The bulk of the fire was put out in 90 
minutes, but firefighters were continu- 


At Seip | Los ANGELES Times | TNS 


Los Angeles City Firefighter Hector Hernandez on Temple street 
below sprays water on hot spots after a massive fire in downtown 
Los Angeles early Monday, Dec. 8, 2014, engulfed an apartment 
tower under construction, damaged two other buildings and left 


freeways and roads closed. 


ing to deal with hot spots well into the 
morning, according to LAFD Chief 
Ralph Terrazas. 

There were no injuries reported. The 


cause of the blaze was not yet known, 
but the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives was on scene 
as well as an accelerant-sniffing dog 


to help arson investigators determine 
whether it was intentionally set, said 
Fire Department spokeswoman Kath- 
erine Main. 

The fire Monday morning was less 
than 100 yards away from a downtown 
fire station. 

“When they came out of the quarters 
they could see it was fully engulfed,” 
Main said. “It was a building under 
construction in the framing phase. Al- 
most 1 million square feet and a city 
block.” 

Firefighters said the flames climbed 
more than 40 feet above the seven-story 
building. 

The fire at the DaVinci caused dam- 
age to at least one of two buildings 
owned by the city of Los Angeles on 
Figueroa Street that house government 
agencies such as building and safety, 
planning and the Bureau of Engineer- 
ing. The north tower at 221 N. Figueroa 
St. experienced fire and water damage, 
with heat from the blaze shattering 
windows. 

Capt. Steve Tufts oversaw a fire en- 
gine that responded to the blaze from 
an LAFD station on 51st Street in South 
LA. 

“It reminded me of the ‘80s,” Tufts 


said. “When you got that bare wood. It 
burns. It burns good.” 

Tufts’ unit helped combat radiant 
heat in a high-rise next door to the Da- 
Vinci that survived the fire. That build- 
ing was saved, he said, by water from 
its emergency sprinkler system. 

Employees who work at the two 
burned towers received an e-mail in- 
structing them to report to work else- 
where. Both buildings are “not to be oc- 
cupied until further notice,” the e-mail 
said. 

Terrazas described chaos at the 
scene of the early-morning fire. Parts 
of the apartment building scaffolding 
collapsed and fell over a freeway wall 
not far from the 101 interchange with 
the 110 Freeway. 

The freeway sign that directed 
drivers to the interchange was black- 
ened and partially melted, its lettering 
burned away. 

Firefighters used the 110 Freeway to 
set up equipment to fight the huge blaze. 

Many surface streets near the fire 
were closed as well, further complicat- 
ing the commute. 


Marisa Gerber, Brittny Mejia and 
Lauren Raab, Los Angeles Times, TNS 
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Students recorded 
music for an upcom- 
ing exhibit that will 
open at the UAM in 
January. 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 
Diversions Editor 


swarm of bees 
hovered over each 
other; they weaved in 
and out of the hive to 
keep each other warm 
before they found their 
next nest, and they 
sounded drowsy. 


The distinct sound was never forgotten by art- 
ist Jessica Rath; she recalled the calm bees broken 
home as a “cold huddle.” 

On Monday, The Bob Cole Conservatory Cham- 
ber Choir recorded recreations of such buzzing 
sounds at the Gerald R. Daniel Recital Hall. The 


recordings will be featured in Rath’s upcoming 
exhibition, “A Better Nectar,’ next season at the 
University Art Museum on campus. 

“That experience to listen to them at different 
times of the day and night always changed,” Rath 
said. “That was the beginning of inspiration of do- 
ing a bee piece.” 

Eight years ago, Rath had a residency in Head- 
lands with her audio piece “Song to Snore” in 
collaboration with composer Robert Hoehn. This 
is where she first encountered the beehive that in- 
spired her forthcoming exhibit. 

She will collaborate with Hoehn again for “A 
Better Nectar.” Part of the process included ver- 
bally creating or describing the bee sounds, which 
Hoehn composes into music. 

“T can pan one sound around the room, the same 
way that bees wander and forage for food,’ Hoehn 
said. “I can send sound into the far corner. So [like 
bees] when the weather conditions are right, the 
singing cues that will happen [accordingly].” 

For the UAM, she said she conceived her works 
as a “nest” that are human-sized. She said she 
hopes to keep in mind the smells, sight and sound 
of her theme in the gallery. 

“That’s what I was trying to express in this,” 


Hoehn said. “Which is hard for a choir which is 
used to moving as a unit, and not doing four differ- 
ent things against each other.” 

Kristina Newhouse, curator of exhibitions at 
UAM said the pieces recorded by the Chamber 
Chior are going included songs and signaling that 
bees typically do. 

The buzzing of bees sounds different depending 
on what they are doing — from their sound when it’s 
a sunny day, when they are getting pollen or getting 
ready to sleep and even what it might sound like 
when an intruder is approaching the nest. 

“Sounds will be digitized and mixed as people 
come into the space of the exhibition,’ Newhouse 
said. “The piece will change and be very differ- 
ent depending on the day, sunny or cloudy, also the 
number of people in the room.” 

Newhouse said the pieces that were recorded 
on Monday are for a piece called Resonant Nest. 
According to the press release, Resonant Nest is a 
responsive sculpture that is a human-scaled bum- 
blebee nest. To save the catalogue of recordings 
Newhouse said they will go analog, and have the 
pieces made onto 45 rpm records. 

“There is distinct installation within the space. 
There is a piece about light and bees perception of 


art,” Newhouse said. “There will be two sculptures 
that will vibrate. There will be a research station 
with information on bees and plants.” 

Jonathan Talberg, director of choral, vocal, and 
opera studies and Associate Director of the Conser- 
vatory was excited when approached for this collab- 
oration between the approaching show at the UAM. 

“They told us that Jessica was doing this piece, 
and it involved some really beautiful music,” Tal- 
berg said. “I’m always looking to give my students 
other opportunities for performance.” 

None of the students had seen the music ahead 
of time, music was passed out and read by the 
group of about 40 students. The took advice from 
Talberg and worked together the “cold huddle,” 
which seemed to hummed an absorbed tune that 
was almost spiritual. 

“There’s a moment where the rhythm and the 
slow changing of all the colors, for me, was very 
meditative,” Talberg said. “I thought, ‘wow, this is 
almost in a zen space.’ I can listen to that forever.” 

Talberg said the music is a language, and in this 
case, the language of bees was clearly heard. 

“How long, how high, how low, how loud;”’ Tal- 
berg said. “What the vowel is. All that stuff is writ- 
ten on the paper.” 


Billy Corgan smashes pop 


The chorus of “Being Beige” cre- 


pany Corgan and provide depth 


Most recent album from the Smashing 
Pumpkins is smitten with bad taste. 


By Brooke BECHER 
Assistant Diversions Editor 


From cradling a pair of kittens 
on the cover of PAWS Chicago 
magazine, to building the wrestling 
franchise Resistance Pro, it’s safe 
to say that there’s absolutely noth- 
ing about Billy Corgan that can be 
predicted. 

Except maybe one thing: refus- 
ing to put the Smashing Pumpkins 
to rest. 

“Monument to an Elegy” is the 
ninth installment of Corgan’s bro- 
ken, beaten-down, then sewn to- 
gether and reanimated band best 
known for their early-nineties 
work. The album, which is to be re- 
leased today, is just over 30 minutes 
and is a part of the ongoing project 
called “Teargarden by Kaleidys- 
cope.” 

In light of Corgan’s capricious 
nature, the lone-Pumpkin brought 


in Tommy Lee from Motley Criie 
to sit in place of original drum- 
mer and on-and-off-again member 
Jimmy Chamberlin on this album. 

Lee’s bombastic style, accredited 
to his experience-based talent and 
volatile adrenaline, is surprisingly 
disciplined and matches well with 
the demands of Corgan’s clean-cut 
production. 

At face value, “Elegy” is a mod- 
ern, lovesick pop album from Cor- 
gan. : 

Now almost in his 50s, the aging 
rock star spontaneously changes 
the game yet again. Except this 
time, he takes on a genre once 
dominated by synchronized dance 
moves and boy bands. 

“Hush my love don’t fight / Never 
leave me here this night” Corgan 
sings on the promising, opening 
track of “Tiberius.” The listener is 
eased in to a dreamy, gothic aes- 
thetic that’s familiar to the Pump- 
kin sound, reminiscent of “Perfect” 
from the 1998 album “Adore.” 


ates the progressive, wall of sound 
that swallows the listener, like in 
“Tonight, Tonight” from “Mellon 
Collie and the Infinite Sadness” in 
*95: 

However the delicate synth in- 
tro sounds like a box-wound tune 
chiming out from a jewelry case 
complete with a ballerina. It’s al- 
most frightening when Corgan’s 
shrill timbre enters the audio in- 
stead of a bubblegum-pop princess. 

“Run2me” is painful, superficial 
pop that begs to be remixed for 
the glow stick equipped ravers and 
shirtless sweaty men of the late- 
night club scene. 

This song is cute in the most 
cringe-worthy way; nevertheless, 
the adjective “cute” should never be 
a passable term when talking about 
the Pumpkins unless Corgan poses 
with kittens again. 

The great save of this record are 
the tracks “Monuments” and “Anti- 
Hero.” 

“I feel alright, I feel alright to- 
night / And everywhere I go is 
shining bright” Corgan sings in the 
positive take off of “Monuments.” 
Heavy, grunge-worthy riffs accom- 


to the album’s schmaltzy sweet- 
ness. The rock void long-time 
fans might feel is filled with Jeff 
Schroeder on guitar. 

The final track, “Anti-Hero,” 
ends “Elegy” on a good note. 
The song emulates a happy 
medium between the nostalgic 
shoe-gaze, psychedelic of glory day 
Pumpkins with hints of metal and 
Billy Corgan’s latest interpretation 
of the group. 

Upbeat lyrics like “Never been 
kissed by a girl like you / Love me 
baby / Love me true” candy-coat 
the track, which also manages to 
feature darker themes that are ap- 
parent in instrumentation. 

Despite a strong start and a solid 
finish, “Elegy” is the type of album 
that caters to a different audience. 
Parts of it are great, parts of it are 
boring and the rest is torturous. 

If you like your Pumpkins 
served with a side of “X.Y.U.” rage, 
this isn’t the album for you. Any 
hard rock or metal-tendencies were 
either left on 2012’s “Oceania” or 
are being saved for the follow-up 
album expected in February next 


year. 
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cott Panetti, a Texas inmate 

currently housed on death row, 

believes that Selena Gomez is 

his daughter and that the State of 

Texas, in coordination with the 

devil, orchestrated his previously 
scheduled execution in order to prevent him 
from teaching gospel. 

During his trial, he fired his lawyers (whom he 
believed to be plotting against him) and showed 
up in style — strutting around in a purple cowboy 
suit, bandana, cowboy boots and spurs. Panetti 
subpoenaed over 200 witnesses, including Jesus 
Christ, JFK and the Pope; surprisingly, nobody 
from this colorful cast of characters showed up. 

Although he was first diagnosed with para- 
noid schizophrenia all the way back in 1978, 
and according to his legal records, he has been 
hospitalized and diagnosed 14 times since then 
for schizophrenia and other mental disorders, 
lawyers for the state of Texas successfully argued 
that he was not legally “insane” when he mur- 
dered his in-laws and secured the death penalty 
against him. 

Thus, at this point, it’s uncertain whether 
Panetti — or the morally bankrupt state officials 
who pushed for the execution of a man with 
such prominent mental deficiencies — are more 
delusional. 

Thankfully, a federal appeals court agreed 
to halt Panetti’s execution after desperate pleas 
by his attorneys, who argued that Panetti is far 
too mentally incompetent for the death penalty. 
Although justice may ultimately prevail in Pa- 
netti’s case, the pleas on behalf of countless other 
mentally incompetent prisoners on death row 
frequently and unforgivably go unanswered. 
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Too many intellectually disabled prisoners on 
death row 


A recent study by professors Robert J. Smith, 
Sophie Cull and Zoé Robinson published in 
Hastings Law Journal analyzed the histories of 
100 people executed during 2012 and 2013; they 
found that the vast majority of executed offenders 
suffered from one or more significant cognitive 
and behavioral deficits. 

According to the study, one-third of the last 
100 offenders who were executed had intellectual 
disabilities, borderline intellectual function or 
traumatic brain injuries; thus, no matter how hor- 
rific their crimes were, a staggering percentage of 
the offenders possessed neurological deficits that 
should have mitigated their sentences. 

More than 50 years ago in Trop v. Dulles, the 
U.S. Supreme Court laid down its cornerstone 
standard guiding the Eighth Amendment’s cruel 
and unusual clause, stating that the amendment 
embodies “the evolving standards of decency 
which mark the progress of a maturing society.” 

Since this pivotal ruling, the Court — using, 
this standard — has made substantial progress by 
ruling that executing juveniles and the mentally 
handicapped is unconstitutional (side note: the 
U.S. used to do this). F 

The staggering amount of mentally incom- 
petent prisoners still languishing on death tow 
demonstrates that the principal concept underly- 
ing the Eighth Amendment has yet to be fully en- 
shrined — that is, the protection of human dignity. 
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Although justice may ultimately prevail in 
Panetti’s case, the pleas on behalf of countless 
other mentally incompetent prisoners on 
death row frequently and unforgivably go 
unanswered. 


Hunter PAUL 
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In short, it’s impossible for people with severe 
mental disorders, such as Panetti, to receive a fair 
trial; as a result of their mental deficiencies, they 
are more likely to give false confessions, are less 
culpable for their crimes and are often unable to 
provide meaningful assistance to their counsel. 


What are the purposes of punishment? 


According to Dr. Dina Perrone, an Associate 
Professor of Criminal Justice at Cal State Long 
Beach, “The primary purposes underlying our 
penal system are rehabilitation, incapacitation, 
deterrence and retribution.” 

However, executing prisoners with mental 
deficiencies, no matter how heinous the crime, 
patently fails to appropriately accomplish any of 
the penological goals underlying our criminal 
justice system. 

First, an individual can never be rehabilitated 
once he or she is executed; as the Court stated in 
Reid v. Covert back in 1957, “the taking of life is 
irrevocable;” no need for further argument there. 

Imposing the death penalty undoubtedly will 
serve the penological goal of incapacitation; 
however, locking up an individual for life without 
the possibility of parole accomplishes the exact 
same interest for much cheaper. Since cases in 
which the death penalty is sought cost about four 
times more than those where the recommended 
sentence is life imprisonment without the pos- 
sibility of parole (an average of $395,762 per case 
as compared to $98,963, according to the Death 
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Penalty Information Center), squashing the death 
penalty simply makes fiscal sense. 

As to the goal of deterrence — whereby the 
offender and others around him or her witness 
the punishment and make the rational decision 
to not commit the same crime — there is a‘wide 
consensus that the death penalty fails to advance 
this goal. For example, a 2009 study published 
in the Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology 
found that 88 percent of the top criminologists in 
the country do not believe that capital punishment 
acts as a deterrent to homicide. 

Finally, imposing the death penalty upon those 
with severe mental illnesses, such as paranoid 
schizophrenia in Panetti’s case, fails to accom- 
plish the goal of retribution since the individual, 
by the nature of his or her neurological impair- 
ment, is not as morally culpable. 

As the Court stated this May in the case 
of Hall v. Florida, “to impose the harshest of 
punishments on an intellectually disabled person 
violates his or her inherent dignity as a human be- 
ing” because the “diminished capacity of the in- 
tellectually disabled lessens moral culpability and 
hence the retributive value of the punishment.” 

In other words, justice isn’t being served if 
those with intellectual disabilities, as determined 
by IQ data and the recommendations of psy- 
chologists, are held to the same moral and legal 
standard as those without such deficiencies. 

Although the U.S. Supreme Court has carved 
out protections for the intellectually disabled and 
juveniles, individuals like Panetti with severe 
mental diseases continue to unfairly languish on 
death row despite the fact that capital punishment 
fails to serve any of the recognized goals of pun- 
ishment for this specific prisoner population. 
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Ma WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


LBSU hopes to ) put down Golden Bears 


The 49ers will play 

Cal, which is ranked 
in the top-3 in three 
offensive categories. 


By ZACHARY WEBER 
Contributing Writer 


The Long Beach State women’s bas- 
ketball team will continue its six-game 
home slate, and look to extend its five- 
game win streak when it faces Califor- 
nia at the Walter Pyramid on Saturday 
at 4 p.m. 

The Bears (7-1) will go into Sat- 
urday’s game ranked No. 10 in the 
country. They are ranked first in 
the country in field-goal percentage, 
second in assists and third in points 
per game. 

LBSU head coach Jody Wynn joked 
that to prepare for Cal, she is going to 
need “a few more bodies.” 

“They are one of the top programs 
in the nation and went to the Final Four 
two years ago,” Wynn said. “They have 
got two players who are [potential] na- 
tional players of the year.” 

Those two Cal players are seniors 
Reshanda Gray and Brittany Boyd. 
Gray leads her squad in scoring, aver- 
aging 20.2 points per game, and she is 
third in the nation in field-goal percent- 
age at 70.5. Boyd is second in the nation 
in assists at 8.8 per game. 

Last season, when the two teams 
faced each other, the Bears defeated 
the 49ers 70-51. The 49ers were out- 
rebounded 57 to 38 and shot just 18.2 
percent in the first half. 

LBSU junior center Devin Hudson, 
the 49ers’ leading rebounder (8.1 per 
game) and blocker (12 total). 
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Junior guard Chantel Dooley shoots the ball during Sunday’s game against San Francisco. The Beach won 70-58. 


“If we keep doing what we’re doing, 
and practice going hard, I think we will 
be fine,” Hudson said. “I just think we 
need to go hard in practice and against 
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Senior guard Tyler Lamb dribbles the ball past Nevada’s guard 
Michael Perez in the Walter Pyramid on Dec. 3. 


them, do what we do and not succumb 
to how they play.” 

The 49ers (7-1) are tied for first 
with Cal State Northridge in the Big 


West Conference, while Cal is second 
in the Pac-12 behind Oregon State. 
But the Bears suffered their first loss 
on Saturday against the Kansas City 


Jayhawks. 

The Beach. will face the Golden 
Bears in the Walter Pyramid on Satur- 
day at 4 p.m. 


Long Beach 49ers to play 
No. 13 San Diego State 


The 49ers will try to 
pick up a win after 
losing by almost 30 
points in their first 
game of their road 
trip. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Assistant Sports Editor 


After its biggest loss of the season, 
the Long Beach State men’s basket- 
ball team will try to regroup in San 
Diego on Wednesday night against 
No. 13 San Diego State. 

The 49ers (5-5) are coming off Fri- 
day’s 29-point loss at Stephen F. Aus- 
tin, the first of a six-game road trip. 
Before the start of the road trip, head 
coach Dan Monson said the team 
needed to improve in all aspects: de- 
fense, offense and rebounding. 

“We’re not good enough right now 
to win any of those six games,” Mon- 
son sald. “We have to play our best 
game of the year Friday to have a 
chance, and that’ll be the case for the 
next six.” 

Senior guard Tyler Lamb said he 


feels good about the upcoming sched- 
ule, and he’s excited about the op- 
portunity to face so many big-name 
schools. 

“It’s going to be a very good test 
for our team to see how we handle 
that adversity of being on the road 
that long against these top teams in 
the country,” Lamb said. “I think we 
will only learn from this experience 
and get better. We play three top-25 
teams, and that’s what the tourna- 
ment’s going to be like. 

The Aztecs’ standing will likely 
to change after its 49-36 loss on Sun- 
day night against Washington, a team 
LBSU has also lost to this season. 

The Aztecs (6-2), led by head 
coach Steve Fisher, have been one 
of the most successful teams in col- 
lege basketball over the last five 
years, with five consecutive NCAA 
Tournament playoff appearances 
and 20-plus winning seasons. Junior 
forward Winston Shepard leads the 
team in scoring with 10.3 points per 
game. 

Monson said he’s excited about 
playing perennial NCAA Tourna- 
ment teams like SDSU. He said it’s 
something his players look forward 
to. 

“We want to see where we’re at,” 


Monson said. “That’s what we did at 
Xavier. We went and saw them. We 
weren’t good enough at some things. 
We worked hard at it, and we were re- 
warded 12 days later.” 

Although the Aztecs have trouble 
scoring, averaging 62 points per 
game on 39 percent shooting as a 
team, Monson stressed the impor- 
tance of improving and playing well 
no matter how bad a team struggles 
in a certain area. 

“It’s not just our defense that needs 
to get better,” Monson said. “We need 
to be a better basketball team in the 
next couple weeks, or we’re going to 
lose six in a row. If we do that, so be 
it. But we have to get better in the 
process, and we need to learn from 
these games.” 

Lamb said he thinks the team has 
the right mentality going in. 

“This is just all preparing us for 
[the rest of preseason], and for the 
Big West,” Lamb said. “I think teams 
like Louisville and Texas, obviously 
they’re bigger than the Big West 
schools, so when we play teams like 
that, it just helps us prepare. We don’t 
just play them just to play them.” 

The 49ers will play No. 13 SDSU 
Wednesday night in San Diego at 7 
p.m. 


